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0rY\tx1 This action is non-Tindi. 
i a)0 This action is FINAL. ^ prosecution as to the merits ,s 

4) S Claim(s) tmndMA- from consjderation . 

4a) Of the above claim(s) . 's/are witnu 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) B Claim(s) mjmdJtll is/are rejected. 
7 \n riaim(s) is/are objected to. 
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«D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
All b)D Some* c)D None of. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/171,049 
Art Unit: 1771 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
1 App ,icanfs amendments an, accompanying remark «- 2,1 5,01 have been 
ente red and carefully considered. Applicant, abstract is found to overcome the 

^^^^^^^^^ 

no t found persuasive o, patentability for reasons set forth herein below. 

Continued Prosecution Application 
2 The request filed on 2,15,01 for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) 

CPA has been established. An action on the CPA follows. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

,■ „««f Title 35 US Code not included in this action can 
3. The text of those sections of Title J9. u.o. w 

be found in a prior Office action. 

4 ciaims1-19and39-41arereieotedunder35U.S.C.103,a)asbein g 

( EP 156160), Early et al (4468428), and Anjur et al (5645542). 

examiner has added MuKaida and Minto as further evidence thafit would have been 
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substrate (col. 16, lines 40-45), but, as applicant argues, Wang does not teach 

bi nders are used in conation with the absorbent polymer and carrier layer (coi. 13, 
llne s 30-35). ,. is the examiner's position that these teachings alone would suggest to a 

MuKaida is concerned with the creation of absorbent articles wherein absorbent 
poly mers are attached to a fibrous substrate via a polymeric resin (p. 3, lines 10-20). 
MuKaida specially teaches that said absorbent polymers are attached to fibrous 
sub stra«es with resin polymers anticipating applicant's claimed polymers (p. 4. 1.nes 1- 
20, , f itisnoto b vious,ro m wanga,onethatthe"gluesandbinders"aremeantto 
.. atta ch",he absorbent to the carrier then the teachings of MuKaida wouid prov.de a 

layer. „ . 

Nei ,her of these references seam to teach utiiizing said "glues and binders ,n 

mi crons in size. The examiner previously stated that it is extremely common and well 
Known in the art to utilize microf,bers as binders. In support of this position the 
examinercited Early. In further support of this position the examiner now cites Minto. 

Min «o is concerned with the creation of absorbent articles comprise an 
abso rbentpo,ymer attached toafibrous substrate. Minto teaches the use of micros 
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as a binder (p. 2, ,ines 10-15). Based on this teaching of Minto. and in view of the 
teachings of Mukaida it wouid have been obvious to a person having ordinary ski., in the 
art t0 utiiize microfibers as the "glue and binders" taught by Wang to attach said 
absorbent poiymers ,o said carrier iayer. The sKiiled artisan wouid have been motivated 
to utiiize microfibers by the desire to use a binder with a larger surface area, which 
would promote increased binding and entanglement of the absorbent polymers. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Pratt whose telephone number is 703-305- 
6559. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7 am to 4 pm. 

if attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Terrel Morris can be reached on 703-308-2414. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for 
regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2351. 
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